
They are magical illusions of nature. 

Sky ceilings make it seem that a bath-

room ceiling is made of glass. You see 

it there with beautiful clouds and a few 

tree branches. Just flip the light switch 

and you've got it. Visit 

www.theskyfactory.com for some ex-

amples. 

Ceilings full of clouds are part of to-

day's technology, which brings large-

scale authentic photographs into the home. Fake skylights 

that mimic the real sky can transform a dark room into a 

bright sunroom, complete with light and clouds. Authentic 

illustrations of real skies transform the interiors of con-

fined spaces. 

How about the floor? When you open the door to the 

guest bathroom, a photographic floor can make you 

think you are stepping into Lake Michigan and looking 

toward the Chicago skyline. Many such experiences are 

offered at www.printedspace.com. 

Greatwallonline.com offers custom wall coverings 

with images of skylines, red-rock canyons and forested 

Northwestern mountains shrouded in mist. 

It's not just walls and floors that are going photo-

graphic, www.haute-house.com can cover sofas, chairs 

and pillows with maps, scenery, old photos or family 

portraits.  

Photographs can be reproduced on leather. Any 

graphic or any color can be printed on leather by SIF 

Technology Digital Leather. To see the results, visit 

www.digitalleather.com.  

Bring the (Virtual) Sky Inside  

Buy or rent, apartment or condo, 

new or pre-owned home, single fam-

ily or duplex. When you think about 

changing your residence, there are 

decisions to be made.  

If you plan to live in 

the area for the next few 

years, buying can be the 

best financial move. If 

you have children, the 

need to find a satisfactory 

place to live would  

increase your desire to 

buy. It's one of the right 

moves, especially since 

homes are priced more 

attractively than they used 

to be. There are still bar-

gains available, although housing 

prices in many areas are rising or will 

be rising within the next year.  

Always be preapproved for a loan 

before shopping . You'll know how 

much of a mortgage amount you 

qualify for. You could be pleasantly 

surprised.  

Trade-up buyers will get the best 

deals this year. Higher-priced homes 

are on the market about twice as long 

as those in the $100,000 to $250,000 

range, according to the National As-

sociation of Realtors. If your real 

estate agent says prices are already 

stabilizing in your area, consider  

acting before they begin to rise again.  

Visit cnnmoney.com/

realestate2010 to see price projec-

tions for 384 U.S. metropolitan areas. 

Ask your agent to make an offer that 

is 5 percent to 10 percent below sell-

ing prices of comparable properties 

within the last 60 days, rather than 

the percentage below the asking 

price. Your agent will negotiate for 

you. 

You can get more house for your 

money right now because interest 

rates are still low. A few years ago, 8 

percent interest on a home loan was 

considered to be low. Today, there 

are loans available for about 5 per-

cent interest. 

The best mortgage now is the 15-

year fixed. At an interest rate of 4.5 

percent or so, it's more than half a 

point better than for a 30-year mort-

gage. You would save more than 

$165,000 over the life of a $300,000 

loan, and about $82,000 on a 

$150,000 loan. 

Celebrate Independence Day. For 

most Americans, that's the Fourth of 

July. For you, independence day 

could come just a little later. It's the 

day you become independent from a 

landlord or independent from some-

one else's rules. It could be the day 

you become the owner of your own 

home. S
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Looking for a New Home? Making All the Right Moves  

For Friendly    

advice or just to 

talk! 

Call me at: 

914-396-6706           

PETER PALMIERE  240 MAIN STREET, EASTCHESTER, NY 10709  PH 914 -396-6706 Email PETER@PETERPALMIERE.COM  



Ask the Expert  
We are wondering if this 

is a good time to buy an in-

vestment property? What 

about fixer-uppers? 

If you can find a rea-

sonably priced four-plex, it 

could indeed be a good time 

to buy. Many authorities 

think real estate prices will 

be rising soon. In many ar-

eas, they already are.  

Look for a property with 

positive cash flow, including 

a maintenance history that 

you could live with. 

If the property is owned 

by a bank, it could be on the 

market for much less than a 

seller-owned property. One 

problem with buying it: You 

could be asked for a down 

payment of 20 percent to 25 

percent.  

Always make sure the 

building has been properly 

inspected so you know what 

repairs you would have to 

make.  

If you have the skills, a 

fixer-upper or repossession 

could be a good deal for you. 

After increasing the prop-

erty's value, you could flip it 

and pocket a nice profit. 

Some boasters say that on a 

nice property, if you install 

granite countertops, stainless 

steel appliances and get a 

new coat of paint, you can 

sell it quickly. It's not quite that easy. 

Bloomberg Business Week recently ran an 

article titled ñFlipper, Come Home. All is For-

given.ò The flipper became the symbol of real 

estate fever a couple years ago. Many of them 

lost money when the market tanked.  

Today the situation is different. Not only 

are flippers not frowned upon, communities are 

welcoming them. They buy a property that was 

repossessed and is declining in value for lack 

of maintenance and repairs. They fix it up so 

it's a credit to the neighborhood and sell it at a 

nice profit. They do it all quickly.  

The Federal Housing Administration is 

helping. In February, a one-year waiver of anti-

flipping rules took effect. Borrowers can now 

get FHA financing to acquire homes from in-

vestors who have held title for less than 90 

days.  

If you're looking for an investment and can 

do the work of upgrading a property, you could 

be pleased with the monthly income from 

rents. Over time, rents will rise, and when the 

property is paid off, you would have a nice 

income stream.  

9. Burn 

13. Attorneysô org. 

15. Acute 

16. All square 

17. Give the cold  shoulder 

18. Not crazy 

19. ñSilent Springò subject 

21. In high spirits 

ñIt isn't hard to be good from time to time.  

What's tough is being good every day.ò 
     Willie Mays, ( Baseball Hall of Fame ) 

ñWhatôs up, Doc ?ò The title is a clue to the word in the diagonal. 

Down 

1. ñSee ya!ò 

2. Couple's pronoun 

3. Summon by beeper 

4. Pout 

5. Tolkien creatures 

6. ñ___, humbug!ò 

8. Corsage 

 

Across 

1. Thwack 

4. Kind of rule 

7. Chinese dollar 

9. ñThe Last of the Mohicansò girl 

10. Descartesôs ñthereforeò 

11. ñThat hurt!ò 

12. Seeds used in cooking 

14. ñChicagoò lyricist 

15. Demagnetize 

19. Opera star 

20. Fly in the ointment 

22. Squirrelôs nest 

23. ___ sandwich 

24. Big __ Conference 

25. Ottoman governor 
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Did you know I can 

help you or any of your 

friends, family or ac-

quaintances save time 

and money when buy-

ing or selling a home ? 

Thanks for keeping me 

in mind with your re-

ferrals é and spread-

ing the word! 



See American Goldfinches by Your Own Window  

Fifty-six members of 

the Continental Congress 

signed the Declaration of 

Independence. Many gave 

their lives and their for-

tunes for the cause.  

The British captured 

and tortured five. Nine 

fought and died in the 

Revolution. Two lost sons 

to the war. Another had 

two sons captured. Eleven 

had their homes pillaged 

and burned. 

The British used the home of one 

signer, Thomas Nelson, as their head-

quarters. After they moved in, Nelson 

demanded that the patriot army  destroy 

the home in order to drive the British 

out. He died penni-

less. 

Farmer ñHonest John 

Hartò suffered greatly. 

Hessian mercenaries 

burned his farm and 

grist mill and killed 

his livestock. Hartôs 

wife became ill and, 

while the British be-

sieged his farmhouse, 

he refused to leave his 

wife. After his wife 

died, and the aged Hart fled into the for-

est, eluding the British by living in the 

woods and in caves. His 13 children scat-

tered to relatives and friends.  

Richard Stockton, a judge, was cap-

tured, tortured and starved. He lost all his 

money and property and died soon after 

his release. His family lived off charity.  

Of those who survived the Revolu-

tion, six signed the U.S. Constitution. 

Thirteen went on to become gover-

nors of their states. Eighteen served in 

their state legislatures, and 16 became 

state or federal judges. Seven became 

members of the U.S. House of Represen-

tatives, and six became senators. 

Five played major roles in establish-

ing colleges and universities: Franklin 

and the University of Pennsylvania, 

Jefferson and the University of Virginia, 

Benjamin Rush and Dickinson College, 

Lewis  Morris and New York Univer-

sity, and George Walton, the University 

of Georgia. 

What Happened to Signers of  the Declaration ?  

If you long to see a bright yellow and 

black goldfinch, getting one or more to 

visit your backyard feeder is not that 

difficult. All you need is a bag of thistle 

seed.  

The males are yellow with black trim 

and the females are an olive-yellow. 

Watch for them. 

The adult birds put on a show as they 

gather seed from thistle and zinnias, cos-

mos, bee balm, liatris and coreopsis. 

Goldfinches love thistle seed, also 

known as nyjer, and sunflower seeds. 

Seed makes up almost their entire diet.  

They will regularly visit backyard 

feeders and appreciate having a birdbath 

close by. Backyard birders see them 

across most of the United States and 

southern Canada.  

They are among the latest nesting 

birds. In late summer, 

they collect thistle down 

to line their nests and 

raise four to six young, 

feeding them a partially 

digested substance 

called ñcanary milk.ò 

Both the male and fe-

male feed the baby 

birds.  

Goldfinches may sing 

ñper-chick-o-reeò with 

each flap of their wings 

as they fly. In winter, 

they may sing ñse-mee, se-meeò and 

other pretty twittering songs. 

Basics first: 

�x��Be sincere and donôt make the compli-
ment too big or too small.  

�x��Be specific. Donôt say you're good at 
your job, say it was a great report. 

�x��Show impact. Tell how the person 

positively affected you. 

If you receive a compliment, just say 

thank you. Donôt make a self-

depreciating remark or feel you have to 

give a compliment in return.  

We like to get compliments from fel-

low workers and the boss. Men need 

compliments at home because they may 

not get many on the job.  

Remember that people hear what they 

want to hear or expect to hear. If they 

are feeling good about themselves, they 

will like a compliment. If they are feel-

ing insecure or have self-doubt, they 

could read the wrong thing into what 

you are saying. 

Be careful. If you say a guy looks 

handsome today, he might wonder how 

you think about him otherwise. Instead, 

say his sweater is handsome. Sometimes 

loved ones and friends have trouble 

hearing what we are saying.  

How to Give and Receive a Compliment  
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